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Gateshead Council is launching its 2023-2026 
SEND Participation Strategy this Spring. The 
strategy has been co-produced by Gateshead 
Council’s SEND Team, the Gateshead SEND 
Youth Forum, Gateshead Parent Carer Forum and 
Gateshead’s SEND Strategic Board. 

The strategy aims to 
improve engagement 
and participation in the 
important decisions 
that impact the lives of 
children and young 
people with SEND in 
Gateshead. To ensure it is 
as accessible as possible, 
Gateshead’s strategy 
has been developed 
in partnership with local SEND children and 
Young People, and has three distinct versions – 
the written strategy, an easy-read version and an 
inclusive, animated version. 

“Our vision is that all children and young 
people have equal opportunity to meaningfully 
participate in the decisions that affect them”, says 

Councillor Gary Haley, Cabinet Member 
for Children and Young People. “We aim to 
embed participation across Gateshead and are 
consistently striving to improve our communication 
with children and young people who want to have 
a say on the issues that affect their daily lives.”

“We’re really proud of this strategy and hope that 
it can help to make a real difference in the lives 
of SEND children and young people across the 
borough.” 

To access the strategy, visit  
https://gateshead-localoffer.org/
gateshead-send-participation-strategy/
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Hello!

Welcome to the Gateshead SEND Network Newsletter. 

In Gateshead we believe that the voice, opinions and experiences of children and young people 
with SEND should be at the heart of everything we do. For more information go to www.gateshead-
localoffer.org, follow the Gateshead SEND Local Offer Facebook page or visit the Gateshead Local 
Offer YouTube channel. 

An easy read version of this newsletter can be found at 
https://gateshead-localoffer.org/gateshead-send-network-newsletter/

What is ParticiPation?
What does particiPation mean to you?

We want you - the children, young people and families of Gateshead 

- to have the  opportunity to express your views, feel heard and be 

actively involved in decisions  that affect you. We want your views about 

anything the council are involved in and the council services you use. 

This strategy is our plan for how we will achieve this. Within our  

plan we will help you to understand how you can get involved to help 

make Gateshead a better place for you, your friends and family to live  

and thrive.

The opportunity  to be involved in  decision making

Knowing that your  views and ideas have made a difference

Having your say in anything that affects you

Being listened to and taken seriously

“Participation  
means being  

listened to and not  
being ignored”

Danny, Gateshead  
SEND Youth Forum

“Don’t speak on  

behalf of people, use my  

words and my voice. There’s 

nobody can say it  better than 

yourself.”
Z, Gateshead SEND  

Youth Forum

“For me it means having people  
who support you with your decisions  instead of 

other people just making decisions for you.”
Chantelle, Gateshead SEND  Youth Forum

What are the benefits of being involved?“It’s about me and instead of people who don’t 

know me making decisions for me - I know 
myself and what I need. I have a voice.” 

Gateshead SEND Youth Forum

“It creates a sense  of belonging.”Gateshead Parent  Carer Forum“It improves motivation.”Gateshead Parent Carer Forum “It makes me feel listened to.”Gateshead SEND Youth Forum

your rights...You have the right to be involved and have your say in any decisions that will have an impact 

on your life. This is confirmed by the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC).

The agreement contains 54 principles called ‘articles’, of which the following are most 

important in relation to participation:

getting involved means...

We can use your vieWs to help us imProve our services.

We get to hear neW ideas from your Point of vieW.

We learn What you think and what you need.

article 2 All children have these rights, no matter who they 

are, where they live, what language they speak, 
what their religion is, whether they are a boy or girl, 

whether they have a disability, or whether they are 

rich or poor.

article 12 You have the right to give your opinion, and for adults to listen and 
take it seriously.

did you 
knoW?

l	 Gateshead has a population of  196,100 people
l	 27% of the population is under 25.  

That’s 52,900 people
l	 In 2020/21 26.3% of Gateshead’s children 

lived in absolute low income families – 9,183 
children.  This is an increase of 11.6% since 
2015/16.

l	 In January 2022, 4859 Gateshead pupils 
were reported by schools to have a special 
educational need or disability - that’s 15.9% 
of the school population. Of these, 25.5% 
had an Education, Health and Care (EHC) 
Plan and 74.5% were categorised as ‘SEN 
Support’.

gateshead send participation strategy 2023-2026

article 13 You have the right to find out things and share what 

you think with others unless it harms or offends 
other people.

article 23 You have the right to special education and care if 

you have a disability, as well as all the rights in this 

convention, so that you can live a full life.

https://gateshead-localoffer.org/gateshead-send-participation-strategy/
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUsO4CIKxa5QdLQVa-RnEs3W_XAmrBRtX
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUsO4CIKxa5QdLQVa-RnEs3W_XAmrBRtX
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Hi, my name is Harry and I’m the new Youth 
Ambassador within the SEND department. I joined 
the team in late December 2022 with the ambition 
to develop my skills, meet and work with inspiring 
people and to give back to the community. 

My role will have the opportunity to work 
with young people in Gateshead with Special 
Educational Needs and Disabilities and I want 
to hear opinions and concerns about lived 
experiences and the support young people 
receive. 

I want to provide the best support possible in the 
form of information, advice, and guidance about 
the needs that people have and where and how 
they can pursue their ambitions. I work Monday 
to Friday based at Gateshead Civic Centre and I 
can’t wait to get involved and see what is round the 
corner. 

I wish to make a real 
difference in the lives 
of the young people 
I will be working 
with and hope that 
supporting positive 
change for others will 
be a rewarding career 
to dedicate my time and 
efforts towards.

I really enjoy riding bikes and building Lego.

This is a new post supporting the local NHS ICB 
and Gateshead Council. For more information 
visit
https://gateshead-localoffer.org/
send-youth-ambassador
or email harryvincent@gateshead.gov.uk

Gateshead’s New SEND Youth Ambassador

New Rules for Voter ID
Local government elections are due to take place on  
Thursday 4 May 2023. From May 2023 the law is changing to 
ensure that everyone who votes in UK elections will have to show  
photographic ID. Voter identification will require voters to prove their  
identity by showing a form of photographic identification before being  
given their ballot paper in a polling station across Great Britain at national  
UK-wide elections, and at local elections in England. 

A broad range of documents, both in date and expired, will be accepted in order to prove your identity 
to vote. The Electoral Commission have created an easy read document to help those with SEND 
understand these changes: Voter-ID-Resource_Voter-Booklet-Easy-Read_
May-23_Group-6_0.docx (live.com)

Details of all of the help and support available to you can be found at 
Voter ID - Gateshead Local Offer SEND 0 to 25 years (gateshead-localoffer.
org)

Remember you  

need photo ID 

to vote in a  

polling station
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https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fgateshead-localoffer.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F03%2FVoter-ID-Resource_Voter-Booklet-Easy-Read_May-23_Group-6_0.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
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Contact us:  
Special Educational Needs and Disability Team 
Gateshead Council

senteam@gateshead.gov.uk

0191 433 3626 

5038-JH-Mar23

Activities, Information and Resources 
Four times as many boys are diagnosed 
autistic as girls. This is not an accurate picture 
and frequently, for many reasons, girls are 
diagnosed later, missed or misdiagnosed, 
causing long term mental health problems with 
too many girls feeling too anxious to attend 
school as a result. The Autistic Girls Network aim 
to raise awareness of autism in girls with health, 
social care and educational professionals and 
to bring change. Visit Home - Autistic Girls 
Network for more information.

Children North East are inviting those aged 
11-17 to join their steering group and become 
a Young Advisor. Successful applicants will 
gain leadership, communication and teamwork 

skills and benefit from free training in listening 
and confidence. It will be a chance to meet 
people across the region and develop a range 
of skills including leadership, communication 
and teamwork. For more information, contact 
louis.browning@children-ne.org.uk

Gateshead SEND Information and Support 
Service (SENDIASS) can help you with a range 
of SEND-related issues. For more information, 
visit  Gateshead SENDIASS | Barnardo’s  or 
email daiss@barnardos.org.uk. Service users 
of Gateshead SENDiass have made a YouTube 
video explaining what the service offers and 
how they can help you. 

            Follow us on Facebook				   	

We value your feedback and to help us 
improve our newsletter we have created a 
short survey which you can access by clicking 
https://forms.office.com/r/HFRHE6EHmd
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