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In Gateshead we believe that the voice, opinions and

experiences of children and young people with SEND and their families should be at the heart of
everything we do. For more information go to www.gateshead-localoffer.org, follow the Gateshead
SEND Local Offer Facebook page or visit the Gateshead Local Offer YouTube channel.

A simplified version of this newsletter can be found at
https://gateshead-localoffer.org/gateshead-send-network-newsletter/

Tom's Pathway to Employment

Ayoung Gateshead resident has started his
journey into employment, thanks in part to
Gateshead Learning and Skills’ Supported
Internship Programme. Nineteen year old Tom
enrolled on the programme in September
2023 as a means of developing the skills

and experience needed to move into paid
employment.

Staff on the programme supported Tom to
complete a full vocational profile and develop

his employment skills during classroom sessions,
and in January 2024 Tom started his placement at
Saltwell Park working with Gateshead Council’s
Grounds Maintenance team.

was not for the staff at Birtley”, Tom says. “l am so
pleased to have a job and work mates who | can go
From the start he approached every task with to the pub with!”

enthusiasm, learning the role and developing

his confidence. Training was also provided to
give him experience in using the team’s specialist

Gateshead Learning and Skills still have some
places left on their Supported Internship
programme for September 2024. Ifyou are a

equipment. young person with SEND and would like help
Tom has now been offered a place on and support to move into work like Tom, please
the Gateshead Council Waste Operative contact supportedinternships@gateshead.

Apprenticeship which will further his career within gov.ukorcall0191433 8545.
the Council. “lIwould not have got the job if it
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Gateshead SEND Futures Event

Gateshead hosted its first ‘SEND Futures’ event in June at
The Fed in Dunston. The free event showcased the support SEND
available in Gateshead for children and young people with | Futures Eve nt
SEND and their families, and was developed by the Local L

Authority in partnership with Gateshead Council Learning ome€ "
and Skills. Welc ,v\ ‘ .

How to find our Servi

Over 100 families attended, gaining valuable information from
the attending organisations which included partners from .. Q..I
across the local health, education, social care and transport ‘ p »
sectors. -

Helen Fergusson, Strategic Director for Children’s Social Care
and Lifelong Learning, said: “We're proud to host our first
Gateshead SEND Futures event to bring the range of support
on offer to our young people with SEND and their families.

We know that many parents and carers of children and young
people with SEND aren’t sure who to turn to for support, which
is why it's so important that we make our Local Offer as visible
as possible.”

For more information about Gateshead’s SEND Local Offer go to www.gateshead-localoffer.org, follow
the Gateshead SEND Local Offer Facebook page or visit the Gateshead Local Offer YouTube channel.

Gateshead PCF

Gateshead’s Parent Carer Forum now have a permanent office in

the Blaydon Winlaton Family Hub. Weekly drop-in sessions for )
parents and carers are located here every Tuesday and Thursday ( '
from 9.30am to 11.30am. These sessions offer support to parents

and carers who would like to speak to someone face to face, either

to seek advice or just to have a hot drink and chat with someone who

understands what you are going through. Gateshead Parent

Additionally, the group have organised a free Family Fun Day event Carer Forum
for children with SEND in Gateshead and their families to be held at

Dunston Activity Centre on Friday 2 August, 1:30pm-3:30pm.

There will be a buffet, arts and crafts, soft play and a bouncy castle!

Tickets are limited, so please contact info@gatesheadparentcarerforum.co.uk
for details on how to reserve your place.

For more information about the group, visit https://www.gatesheadparentcarerforum.co.uk/
or follow them on Facebook.
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UNITY Community Base

Unity Community Base provides activities to
suit the interests, hobbies and aspirations of
young adults with complex learning disabilities,
inspiring people to reach optimal levels of self-
care skills and independence.

Theiraim is to enable people to become as
independent as possible and will support each
individual to reach their full potential. This is
achieved by an outcome focused support

plan designed around individual needs and
preferences, with the focus being on how
individuals would like to be supported in order to
reach their personal goals.

The base is located at Teams. Service users ‘touch
base’ with the service on a morning and receive
personalised support to fulfil their potential

and showcase their talents, helping them to be
influential in their local community.
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UNITY is open to Gateshead residents over 18
years old who have a learning disability, physical
disability, Autism and / or a mental health
condition. Referrals must be made through
Gateshead Council’s Adult Social Care service.
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For more information, contact
PaulaMarshall@Gateshead.Gov.UK,

phone 07510851427,
or visit
https://www.gateshead.gov.uk/
article/26025/UNITY-Community-Base
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Meet the SEND Team!

Gateshead Council’'s SEND Team assess Education, Health and Care (EHC) needs and monitors Education,
Health and Care Plans (EHCP). We offer guidance on the EHC needs assessment process and provide
information about the services that can support you.

Email the team at senteam@gateshead.gov.uk, phone 0191433 3626,
or you can contact members directly:

Name Email Extension Mobile
SEND Team Managers

Deborah Mason DeborahMason@Gateshead.Gov.Uk 3575

Jasmine Jones JasmineJones@Gateshead.Gov.UK 8246 07717 451846

Quality Assurance / Finance

Samantha Leaver Samanthaleaver@Gateshead.Gov.UK 2693 07523944723
Andrea Glasgow AndreaGlasgow@Gateshead.Gov.UK 3015 07925 373164
Helen Dawson HelenDawsonCWL@Gateshead.Gov.UK 2101 07783 848842
Frances Redhead FrancesRedhead@Gateshead.Gov.UK 3522 07783 657615
Alex Thompson AlexThompson@Gateshead.Gov.UK 3078 07783 657601
Caseworkers

Clare Rycroft ClareRycroft@Gateshead.Gov.UK 3519 07783 657608
Sara Baxter SaraBaxter@Gateshead.Gov.UK 3834 07783657613
Sara Steven SaraSteven@Gateshead.Gov.UK 3638 07783 657611
Caroline Wakefield CarolineWakefield@Gateshead.Gov.UK 3641 07783 657605
Gayle Birch GayleBirch@Gateshead.Gov.UK 3311 07783 657607
Joanna McTimoney JoannaMcTimoney@Gateshead.Gov.UK 3614 07522217013
David Stewart DavidStewart@Gateshead.Gov.UK 3022 07783 848847
Jennifer Derret-Purvis  JenniferDerrettPurvis@Gateshead.Gov.UK 2251 07591947792
Judy Hadnum JudyHadnum@Gateshead.Gov.UK 2259 07731001455
Jenna Lancaster Jennalancaster@Gateshead.Gov.UK 2093 07849311086
Sian Jeffrey SianJeffrey@Gateshead.Gov.UK 2257 07742 505395
Amy Whiting AmyWhiting@Gateshead.Gov.UK 2492 07842 322815

Annual Review Officer
Natasha Campbell NatashaCampbell@Gateshead.Gov.UK 4418 07842321070
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Gateshead Council’s Brighten the Day team are delighted to offer a busy holiday 4
programme, allowing the most vulnerable children access to free activities and / / N
enjoy even more healthy and nutritious meals during the school holidays. o

There's lots going on right across Gateshead for children and young people of all ages. See the individual
listings for more details and how to book a place. Please check before travelling for any drop in activities,
and please note that Brighten the Day activities are for children on benefits-related Free School meals.

For more information, email brightentheday@gateshead.gov.uk or visit Summer 2024 holiday
activities - Gateshead Council. Brighten the Day is part of the Department of Education Holiday
Activities and Food programme.

for children and young people with SEND and their families to get involved in. Sessions

SMILE Through Sport have organised six weeks of holiday activity sessions and events
smine taking place across County Durham, Northumberland & Tyne & Wear.

THROUGH SPORT

Booking is required for all sessions, which can be done via emailing info@smilethroughsport.com or
visiting their website - https://smilethroughsport.com/whats-on/

The SEN Support Space is a Gateshead-based voluntary organisation which aims to
sﬁ“ provide children with SEND and their whole families opportunities to learn through play,
AL IERER®  socialise with others, and fulfil their sensory needs. They have a diverse programme of
Sp ace activities arranged for the summer holidays, all of which are fully inclusive and designed to
provide safe and non-judgmental environments for children to socialise and play.

Visit https://thesensupportspace.com / or email thesenspace@gmail.com for information about
what’s on.

G ateshead The Gateshead SEND Local Offer website has details of a range of SEND-specific
F A M I Y leisure activities in Gateshead and the local area: https://gateshead-localoffer.org/
family-information-service-and-directory/ The Events section also has details of a

H W Bs broader range of activities for children, young people, families and professionals.

Contact us:

Special Educational Needs and Disability Team, We value your feedback and to help us improve
Gateshead Council our newsletter we have created a short survey

senteam@gateshead.gov.uk 0191433 3626 which you can ac‘?ess by clicking
https://forms.office.com/r/HFRHEGEHmMd

ﬁ Follow us on Facebook
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